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From Ezra Jack Keats 2015 New Illustrator Honor recipient Evan Turk comes his debut work as

author-illustrator: an original folktale that celebrates the power of stories and storytelling.Long, long

ago, like a pearl around a grain of sand, the Kingdom of Morocco formed at the edge of the great,

dry Sahara. It had fountains of cool, refreshing water to quench the thirst of the desert, and

storytellers to bring the people together. But as the kingdom grew, the people forgot the dangers of

the desert, and they forgot about the storytellers, too. All but one young boy, who came to the Great

Square for a drink and found something that quenched his thirst even better: wonderful stories. As

he listened to the last storyteller recount the Endless Drought, and the Glorious Blue Water Bird, he

discovered the power of a tale well told. Acclaimed illustrator Evan Turk has created a stunning

multidimensional story within a story that will captivate the imagination and inspire a new generation

of young storytellers.
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Credit the internet age for doing what the television age never could. I donâ€™t know if youâ€™ve

noticed, but there is a movement around the world that can be interpreted as nothing so much as a

direct response to our digital age. You may have noticed it in small things, like the rise of



Steampunk or the sudden surge of interest in Maker stations and the kinds of â€œhackingâ€• that

look suspiciously similar to activities found in shop class in days of yore. All this comes about

because people have come to believe that we do not create enough tangible objects in our

day-to-day lives anymore. And while this is true, let us not forget that we do not create enough

intangible objects either. Iâ€™m talking about storytelling, that ancient artform that is currently

seeing a worldwide resurgence. It isnâ€™t just the increase in storytelling festivals and podcasts like

The Moth here in the States. Young people in countries worldwide are doing what their elders have

desired for decades; theyâ€™re asking to be told a story. Taking his cues from the newfound

interest of young Moroccans in Marrakech in the ancient storytelling tradition, author/illustrator Evan

Turk uses the folktale format to craft an original story about storytelling, weaving, history, and

language. The end result is a twisty turny story within a story within a story that challenges young

readers even as it lures them in.Once, in the great country of Morocco, storytellers flourished and

the citiesâ€™ fountains flowed with cool, clear water. As time went on the people became

comfortable and forgot about the storytellers, and so they disappeared over the years. So too did

the fountains dry up, until one day a boy went looking for some water. What he found instead was

an old storyteller.
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